Statements Russian Dutch Camber of Commerce, 
Russian Economic Forum, 26 October Amsterdam
· Chairman of the Camber Mr. Greving reports about the RF-Dutch trade and reflects the sectors

· Overall Growth is still pushing forward the volume trade and investment strongly between both states.

· Support by both Governments is key and for this the ‘Gemengde Commissie’ between RF-Dutch is essential.

· A supporting chamber of a Dutch Commerce Camber in St. Petersburg will be opened (first of November 2004) and for this initiative Mr. Greving thanks HE Primakov and Mr. Ivan Ivanov for active support.

· The Energy sector

· Lot of major initiatives are on the road by  Dutch oriented companies, focus on co-operation with RF entities.

· Up-stream initiatives are strongly promoted, but legal regimes are still pending.

· PSA, Tax regimes are acceptable, but should be predictable/sustainable for the time the project is executed.

· Baltic gas pipeline should be implemented underlining the serious energy relation RF-EC and co-operation Foreign and Russian companies are to be combined here encourgaging investment clime in Russia.

· Principal RF administration decisions have to be taken, in order to enlarge RF sectors (car, airplain, energy, etc) and EC investment tools should be positioned, supporting co-operation (Trust Fund EIB, infrastructure).

· The Agriculture sector

·  The most historical sector of our relations, still growing with importance for the RF-Dutch trade.

· The ‘flower-stop’ is still a dramatic negative example, hurting RF and Dutch entrepreneurs and should be overcome as soon as possible. A trail of expert discussions have been set and is hopefully delivering soon, but if needed additional support should be lined-up, deminishing this important trade.

· Encouraging of more basic agriculture activities in Russia should be given priority and combined with new Dutch companies in Russia.

· The Financial sector

· The presence during this event by all Dutch commercial banks is underlining the Dutch willingness to invest and to trade into the Russian financial and commercial sectors.

· Growth should be expected in insurance and pension activities by the Dutch banks and

· new mergers between Russian banks with Dutch banks will give a new dimension to the Dutch banking options in Russia. 

· The logistic sector. 

· The growth is eminent, but could be even more larger, at least in the field of maritime transport.

· As mentioned during this event, green corridors and custom service points are vital to enlarge this sector

· Harmonization of rules, import- and export fees are key in respect of regional differences for encouraging trade. 

